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wick, chairman of the Leicester Room: Commlﬂee,; histerian Henry Steele Commager; and -
Dr. Henry C. Borger Jr.,, college president. Thay are viewing plans for the coliege’'s new

academic center.
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'|States

Most Creative
The era in which the United
was esiablished, he
called “the most creative in our
i history.” .
“Very few of us stop to think

lthat our forefathers actually

‘brought forth’ a nation,” he

" said. *‘Ours was the first nation_

to be wreated. Nations formerly!
grew.”?

In wide-ranging commentary
on American history, Comma—'
ger said:

— “Our history has been re--
| ;narkably free of v1llams, but
as had heroes aplenty.”

- When the nation’s symbols;
and mottoes were being se-:
lected *Benjamin Franklin sug-;
gested a turkey, because. the!
bald eagle was a malevolent-
bird and the turkey was at least;
useful, ‘He was perfectly right
but he got nowhere.” ~ :
»  _ The Colonial revolution-
aries were remarkable for their-
‘*survival ability.” In no other
country “‘did. they manage to

i live from the Revolution on

.

through to a state of ultimate
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Commager Says Founding Fathers
~ad ‘More Confidence in People sz

!

— The

‘common enemy to forge nation-

alism and, with the Indians,

1 ‘mm was the built-in guarantee
a

" istorian Henry Steele Com-
" mager told a Leicester Junior
; College audience yesterday that
“the nation’s founding fathers
had more confidence in the in-
telligence of the people than do
" today's government leaders.

' Speaking at the college’s
Founders’ Day program, Com-
tager said that “they did not
think it their business to incul

\cate” a feeling of patriotism -or|.

r natxonal pride in the people.
He cescribed what he- qg}led

“a current readiness to gso gov-
ernment” . to proa;no{ﬁ “things
American,

‘“There were ng g(wemmem
commitees concerfed with thus
problem,” he ‘said.: “Now tne
USIA (United States’ Informia-
tion Agency) and probadly even;
the CIA (Central Intelligence!
Agency) are busy promot.ng a',
good image for America.” J

Leicester Room
The Founders’ Day program!

was sponsored by the Lezcester‘

;{said, *“our forebears
|than we tend to be."|] .

Room Committee,
gathering historical
Leicester Room thqf
part of a planned a
ter at the college.

Commager, speakip
‘Uses of the Past,’

hich
ms for

will
emic ce

iAmericanizing the
‘i35 now doing was ond

process. It came abolft,

{because of common
qu1red in American
A through the i
Amerxcan literature,
By allowing the .
take place naturally,

S

t you'd always win. Theyv
had all of the advantages of a
common enemy with none of
the disadvantages.”

Arthur F. Schrader, music as-
sociate and ballad singer at Old
Sturbridge Village, gave rendi-
tions of American songs of ths
revolutionary and later periods.

The building which will house’

i the Leicester Room is a $773,000
‘1academic center. A drive to
jraise funds for the building be-
;.gan last week. The college and

isthe town are cooperating in the
[Leicester Room project, -

: American  Indians'
|jwere *‘the best common enemy
] in history. America needed a
+
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